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‘And the LORD spake unto Moses and
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This
month shall be unto you the beginning of
months: it shall be the first month of the
year to you.’

Exodus ch.12 v 1-2



Naaman's Healing
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Let us read 2 Kings ch.5 vv 1-27, the record of Naaman being
cured of leprosy and compare the spirit of conviction, and witness
that was upon each of those involved, namely,

The little maiden - Naaman - Elisha - Gehazi.

The ‘little maid’ waited on Naaman's wife, but she was so
convinced in the power of God through Elisha that she felt her master
Naaman could be healed of leprosy, a dreaded disease of that time.
She felt so strongly about this that she made opportunity to mention it
to her mistress. The King came to hear of this, and volunteered his
‘official capacity’ to send a letter to the king of Israel.

Elisha got to hear about this letter before the King replied to it,
and sent a message to the King, to send Naaman to him because the
God in whom he trusted would show His power by healing Naaman.

Naaman, the great warrior who had won many battles, and taken
captives of whom he desired, came and stood at the door where
Elisha lived, but instead of recognising this man's temporal position of
power and authority, Elisha sent him a message by Gehazi, the
servant of the man of God,

‘... Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean’ (v.10).

Put yourself in Naaman's shoes. What would your reaction be?
Insulted, deflated after making this journey bringing with him escorts,
gifts, etc., not to have the prophet even come to talk to him!

Why should | bathe in this dirty river Jordan? If | have to bathe let
me go back to the rivers in Syria. His servants reasoned with him, But
Master, if the prophet had said to do some mighty deed you would
have done it, but because he has given you the simple task of
washing in the local river you are not impressed. They suggested that
‘it was worth a try’ as he had come this far, and they did have good
reports of Elisha's God. So Naaman went and dipped seven times
and ‘... his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he
was clean’ (v.14).
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Naaman returned to thank Elisha, and to give him gifts in return
for this healing. Naaman was overcome with the power of the God of
Israel, and wanted to worship him in future. He asked for soil from
that area as one of the beliefs of that time was that the God of the
land was in the soil, so he wanted enough soil to stand upon so he
could worship Israel's God after he had gone back to his own
country. He also asked that God would excuse him if he bowed to the
Syrian god when in times of worship his master leaned upon him and
he had to bow before the Syrian god. Elisha, when offered the gifts
said, ‘As the LORD liveth, before whom | stand, | will receive none’
(v.16). Naaman urged him to accept something, but he refused, and
said, ‘Go in peace’ (v.19).

Gehazi, did not feel that Elisha had done the correct thing in
letting this man off without some form of payment, so chased after
Naaman and asked for money, which he took back and hid in his own
quarters for himself. When he returned Elisha asked him where he
had been, to which he replied ‘Thy servant went no whither’ (v.25).
Elisha showed his human element when he replied, 'Went not mine
heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet
thee? ... The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and
unto thy seed for ever ...’ (vv 26-27).

Now think on each character.

e The little maid couldn't keep silent but wanted to give testimony
of her God.

* Naaman, was a man of authority, used to doing big things of
note. He felt Elisha did not treat him right, as his position
should be respected, and he felt insulted when asked to bathe
in the river Jordan. Many of us today are like Naaman, we read
passages from the Bible like, ‘love me and keep my
commandments’ but because they are not big things of note,
we want to bypass the requirement. Why aren't we called upon
to make a big show? We need to open ourselves to God, in
humility, be prepared to change our ways to His ways by the
simple method of putting God first in our thinking and actions,
and through the bond of love, living to please him, putting our
own desires aside.

* Gehazi, like many people, thought only on temporal
possessions, material things, but not recognising that
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acceptance of God and his ways, is the way that we are being
prepared for the Kingdom that God is going to set up on earth.
Gehazi let temporal possessions rule over his higher ideals,
(obedience to God and Elisha his master), and he went after
Naaman and asked him for temporal goods which Naaman
gladly gave to him.

» Elisha went to the King when the King was asked if Elisha
could heal Naaman. He was true to his calling to God, and
when he had performed the miracle, would not accept payment.
He fulfilled God's responsibility for him at that time, yet for all
his good points he was not translated into Heaven like his
mentor Elijjah. Have you ever wondered why he was not
translated like Elijah, especially when he displayed such an
example as he did here?

Jesus set the standard God wants
He told the disciples,
‘Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven

is perfect’ Matthew ch.5 v.48

And James said, when talking of the perfection that God wants
from those who want to please him,

‘For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one

point, he is guilty of all’. James ch2 v.10
Perfection is without blemish, without fault of any kind. Mankind, in
their present condition cannot achieve this standard, but it is able to
be achieved through the power of the Spirit of God working, firstly
upon us, and secondly controlling our life by dwelling with our spirit
within us. This is the only way we can achieve the 'perfection’ that
God wants Israel to have.

Now consider Elisha in more detail. Elisha was called to the
ministry of God by Elijah the prophet of God (1 Kings ch.19 vv 16-21).
‘... Elisha ... was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle
upon him’ (v.19). Elisha was with Elijah, when Elijah was taken up
into heaven.

‘And it came to pass ... that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what |
shall do for thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha
said, | pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.
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And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing, nevertheless, if
thou see me when | am taken from thee, it shall be so unto
thee; but if not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they
still went on, and talked, that behold, there appeared a chariot
of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven...and he (Elisha)
took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He
took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went
back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; And he took the
mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and
said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also
had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and
Elisha went over. (2 Kings ch.2 w 9-14)

Elisha performed twice as many miracles as Elijah

It is worth noting that historical records show that Elisha
performed twice as many miracles as Elijah, thus indicating that
he received a double portion of the Spirit.

Miracles performed by Elijah

1 | Causing the rain to cease for 3 ¥ years (1 Kings ch.17 v.1)

2 | Being fed by the ravens (1 Kings ch.17 v.4)

3 | Miracle of the barrel of meal and cruse of oil (1 Kings ch.17 v.14)

4 | Resurrection of the widow's son (1 Kings ch.17 v.22)

5 | Calling of fire from heaven on the altar (1 Kings ch.18 v.38)

6 | Causing it to rain (1 Kings ch.18 v.45)

7 | Prophecy that Ahab’s sons would all be destroyed (1 Kings ch.21 vv 21-22)
8 | Prophecy that Jezebel would be eaten by dogs (1 Kings ch.21 v.23)

9 | Prophecy that Ahaziah would die of his illness (2 Kings ch.1 v.4)

10 | Calling fire from heaven upon the first 50 soldiers (2 kings ch.1 v.10)

11| Calling fire from heaven upon the second 50 soldiers (2 Kings ch.1 v.12)
12| Parting of the Jordan (2 Kings ch.2 v.8)

13 | Prophecy that Elisha should have a double portion of his spirit (2 Kings ch.2 v.9)
14 | Being caught up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings ch.2 v.11)
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Miracles performed by Elisha
Double the amount performed by Elijah
thus fulfilling his request in 2 Kings ch.2 vv 9-10

1| Parting of the Jordan (2 Kings ch.2 v.14)

2| Healing of the waters (2 Kings ch.2 v.21)

3| Curse of the she bears (2 Kings ch.2 v.24)

4| Filling of the valley with water (2 Kings ch.3 v.17)

5| Deception of the Moabites with the valley of blood (2 Kings ch.3 v.22)

6 | Miracle of the vessels of oil (2 Kings ch.4 v.4)

7 | Prophecy that the Shunammite woman would have a son (2 Kings ch.4 v.16)

8 | Resurrection of the Shunammite's son (2 Kings ch4 v.34)

9 | Healing of the gourds (2 Kings ch. 4 v.41)

10| Miracle of the bread (2 Kings ch.4 v.43)

11| Healing of Naaman (2 Kings ch.5 v.14)

12| Perception of Gehazi's transgression (2 Kings ch.5 v.26)

13| Cursing Gehazi with leprosy (2 Kings ch.5 v.27)

14| Floating of the axe head (2 Kings ch.6 v.6)

15| Prophecy of the Syrian battle plans (2 Kings ch.6 v.9)

16| Vision of the chariots (2 Kings ch.6 v.17)

17| Smiting the Syrian army with blindness (2 Kings ch.6 v.18)

18| Restoring the sight of the Syrian army (2 Kings ch.6 v.20)

19| Prophecy of the end of the great famine (2 Kings ch.7 v.1)

20 Prophecy that the scoffing nobleman would see, but not partake of the abundance
(2 Kings ch.7 v.2)

21| Deception of the Syrians with the sound of chariots (2 Kings ch.7 v.6)

22| Prophecy of the seven year famine (2 Kings ch.8 v.1)

23| Prophecy of Benhadad's untimely death (2 Kings ch. 8 v.10)

24| Prophecy of Hazael's cruelty to Israel (2 Kings ch.8 v.12)

25| Prophecy that Jehu would smite the house of Ahab (2 Kings ch.9 v.7)

26| Prophecy that Joash would smite the Syrians at Aphek (2 Kings ch.13 v.17)

27| Prophecy that Joash would smite Syria thrice but not consume it (2 Kings ch.13 v.19)

28| Resurrection of the man touched by his bones (2 Kings ch.13 v.21)
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Elisha’s miracles
The case of Elisha bringing two people back to life is interesting.
During his ministry he brought the son of the Shunammite woman
back to life (2 Kings ch.4 vv 18-37).
‘And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the
Moabites invaded the land ... And it came to pass, as they were
burying a man, that, behold, they spied a band of men; and they
cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha: and when the man
was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and

stood up on his feet. (2 Kings ch.13 w 20-21)

On another occasion, when Elisha was passing by a city,

‘... there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked
him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald
head. And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed
them in the name of the LORD. And there came forth two she
bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them.’

(2 Kings ch.2 vv 23-24)

Elisha, by pronouncing a curse upon the children, sought revenge on
them for the way they were mocking him. This is not what Jesus, who is
our example, would have done. Was this action, and the way he handled
the parting of Jordan, the way that Elisha fell short of the perfection that
God will achieve in mankind by His Holy Spirit working on and in them?
Or was it just not the right time for another person to be translated (see
Numbers ch.20 vv 7-13 for a similar incident with Moses)?

Compare this with the character of Jesus. When he was
disappointed, Jesus wept. On another occasion, Jesus prayed,
‘Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do’ (Luke ch.23
v.34). So Jesus' example to us is above that of the captive maid, who
showed faith; above Namaan, who was able to be persuaded to
follow the instruction given by the man of God; above that of Gehazi,
and above that of Elisha.

So herein is Israel's challenge; to build their character as Jesus'
brothers and sisters, and to discern their actions by Jesus' words and
instructions. Jesus told us we do not always get what we want
because we ‘ask amiss’. Our prayers need to be focused on ‘What
we can do for God’: and not, ‘What God can do for us’. Is our
greatest personal need for us to surrender our lives to God, asking
that he will send His Spiritual Power to work in us?
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It is this spiritual presence, working on us, and coming to dwell
within us, that will:

1.
2.

Help us bear temptation and evil influence in our lives;

Help us to raise our thinking to heavenly and not earthly
values; to be ‘transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God’ (Romans ch.12 v.2). ‘I pray not that thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil’ (John ch.17 v.15) was Jesus' prayer;

. Help us to understand the depth of meaning behind Jesus'

words, ‘If ye love me, keep my commandments’ (John ch.14
v.15);

. To bring us to make a Covenant with God according to the

words in Jeremiah (ch.31 vv 31-34), ‘But this shall be the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After those
days, saith the LORD, ... and they shall be my people’, a
personal commitment by each individual to keep God's ways,
His Laws and Commands, by the help of the Comforter; and

. To recognize the fountain that is ‘opened to the House of

David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for
uncleanness’ (Zechariah ch.13 v.1). This 'fountain' or spiritual
help and guidance, not only washes away sins, but also
specifically targets the controlling of the evil ready for it to be
cast out when the Saviour returns.

These ambitions all strive for a closer walk with God, through
having his spiritual presence guiding our actions, and our own spirit
taking instruction from it. It is as Jesus said, ‘That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be
one in us’ (John ch.17 v.21), we becoming physically as well as
spiritually the brothers and sisters of our Lord. We cannot achieve
these ethereal ambitions of ourselves; but mankind must develop a
desire toward God controlling their lives, before God can help each
one, and draw them to a greater understanding and commitment.
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Start to live wholly as Jesus exampled

God's ultimate purpose for Israel, the descendants of those who
were given the promises, who have a desire, and make a start to live
wholly as Jesus exampled, is that their ‘... whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it' (1
Thessalonians ch.5 vv 23-24). Are we prepared to accept this
calling? In order to be achieved it has to be the central core of our
being, and through God's love and grace it is possible, but the
challenge is for us to make a commitment through the love we have
for God, and He, through His grace will make up our deficiencies.

So whilst we see attributes to emulate and those not to follow, in
the characters of this story, we see Jesus above all as a greater
example. He has promised to cleanse us of our leprosy — sin which
causes separation from God, and the evil which causes us to
continue to sin — but we must seek in faith, and follow the instruc-
tions of the Spirit of God (even though we can't see it!) and not be led
astray by temptations of this world ‘the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life’ but remember ‘... he that doeth the
will of God abideth for ever’ (1 John ch.2 v 16-17). God said to
Jeremiah,

‘And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me

with all your heart’. ,
Jeremiah ch.29 v.13
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