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‘Surely his salvation is nigh
them that fear him;
that glory may dwell in our land.’

Psalm 85 v.9
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Above is the official form for the National Day of Prayer used
on Sunday 23 March 1941. Eric Milner-White based it upon the
words of a letter written by Sir Francis Drake on 17 May 1587
to Elizabeth I's Secretary of State, Sir Francis Walsingham. It
was penned from his ship Elizabeth Bonaventure lying at anchor
at Cape Sakar after ‘singeing the King of Spain’s beard’ at Cadiz
and then the sacking of Sagress on the Portuguese coast.
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