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‘Purge out therefore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump,
as ye are unleavened.’
1 Corinthians ch.5 v.7a

What’s in a name? - Nigel Farage
by Dr Michael David Bennett
Names are important and never more so than when given or
ordained by Almighty God to signify a truth, trait or time in His eternal
purpose. These are significant examples of such changes, each ripe
with prophetic meaning.
The change of name from Abram (meaning father of height) to
Abraham (meaning father of a multitude).
‘Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I
made thee.’

Genesis ch.17 v.5

Sarai (meaning ‘Jah is prince’) was changed to Sarah (meaning
‘princess’).
‘And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will
bless her …’
Genesis ch.17 vv 15-16

Jacob (meaning ‘supplanter’) to Israel (meaning ‘ruling with God’).
‘And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but
Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God, and with men,
and hast prevailed.’
Genesis ch. 32 v.28

God’s naming, or renaming His chosen servants was not limited
to foundational Old Testament Patriarchs, but extended to three
foundational New Testament Apostles as told by the Apostle Mark.
‘And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and
that he might send them forth to preach, And to have power to
heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: And Simon [meaning
hearing] he surnamed Peter [meaning a stone]; And James [the
English form of Jacob meaning supplanter] the son of Zebedee,
and John [meaning Jah is gracious] the brother of James; and
he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder:’
ch.3 vv 14-17
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Note: this new surname was apt as John had notable experiences with
Divine thunders - one in John ch.12 v.29 and six in Revelation ch. 4 v.5;
ch.6 v.1, ch.8 v.5; ch.11 v.19; ch.14 v.2 and ch.19 v.6.
The God-given names of foundational Old Testament patriarchs
(like Abraham and Israel) as well as New Testament apostles (like
Peter, James and John) were clearly significant. But does this
phenomenon concern us today? Does the Bible say anything about
our modern names? The answer is affirmative, according to
statements by Jesus, the Old Testament prophet Isaiah and the New
Testament Apostle Paul. We too have God given names known and
recorded in heaven. Jesus told his disciples,
‘Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven’.
Luke ch.10 v.20

Centuries before, God told Israel, who would be familiar with the
High Priest’s breastplate and shoulder ouches both bearing their
names (see Exodus ch.28 v.11), the same truth by the Old
Testament prophet Isaiah.
‘Listen O isles, ... ye people, from far; ... my servant, O Israel, ...
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy
walls are continually before me.’
ch. 49 vv 1, 3 & 16

The same truth is given by a New Testament writer when St Paul
wrote the following.
‘But ye are come unto mount Sion … To the general assembly
and [the] church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, ... .’
Hebrews ch.12 vv 22-23

It is good to know God’s unchangeable word is safely inscribed
above as the Psalmist tells us,
‘For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven’.
Psalm 119 v.89

It is the names of co-workers or fellow-labourers which are
enrolled in heaven as St Paul stated.
‘… and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the
book of life. Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.’
Philippians ch.4 vv 3-4

This precious truth about our names is something to rejoice in
and we should obey Paul’s injunction often.
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So God’s servants can know for sure where their name is
recorded - enrolled in the census of heaven. But are we sure what
our heavenly name is? I think not, but we look forward to finding out
when we shall know as we are known as St Paul put it,
‘... now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am
known.’
I Corinthians ch.13 v.12

My earthly parents named me Michael David Bennett, but is that
what my heavenly Father calls me? My grandparents wanted to name
my earthly father Stanley Ronald Bennett but when they went to
record his birth he cried loudly so the registrar misheard and wrote
Stanley Roland Bennett. My Dad had the wrong middle name written
on his earthly birth certificate! Earthly parents can get our names
wrong, but God makes no such mistakes.
Consider the naming of Jesus’ cousin John – was he Zachariah or
John? The angel Gabriel said as recorded in Luke ch.1 v.13,
‘... thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call
his name John’.
But Luke ch.1 vv 59-63 states,
‘And it came to pass, that on the eighth day … they called him
Zacharias [meaning ‘Jah is renowned’], after the name of his
father. And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall
be called John [meaning ‘God is merciful’]. And they said unto
her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.
And they made signs to his father, how he would have him
called. And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His
name is John. And they marvelled all’.
God’s will prevailed and so the greatest prophet is named John the
Baptist!
Samson’s father wanted to know an angel’s name to use it in
naming their coming baby.
‘And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What is thy
name, that when thy sayings come to pass we may do thee
honour? And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Why asketh
thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret? ... And the woman
bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew,
and the LORD blessed him. And the spirit of the LORD began to
move him ... .’
Judges ch.13 vv 17-18 & 24-25
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Despite the angel withholding his name, the babe’s parents were
clearly guided by God’s Holy Spirit to give their son Samson a
prophetic name. Samson means strong and Samson was famed for
his strength throughout his life and especially at his death when he
pulled down the pillars supporting Dagon’s Temple killing thousands
of Israel’s Philistine enemies (Judges ch.16 vv 26-30). Yes, Samson
meaning ‘strong’ was aptly named, as was David, a name unique in
scripture meaning ‘Darling’ or ‘Beloved’.
The giving of the names John, Samson and Jesus were ripe with
prophetic meaning - which soon saw fulfilment.
‘And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus [Saviour]: for he shall save his people from their sins.’
Matthew ch.1 v. 21

The phenomenon of given names having deep meaning clearly
applied in Bible times to many of God’s obedient servants including
patriarchs, prophets, priests and kings such as Abraham, Israel,
Joshua, John and Jesus. Moreover, it also applied to the names of
some significant enemies and rebels like Amalek, Nabal and
Abbadon.
Amalek whose name aptly means ‘war like’ was a son of Esau
whom God hated, see Romans ch.9 v.13 & Malachi ch.1 vv 2-3.
Amalek fought against Israel, who were led by Joshua (meaning ‘Jah
saves’) soon after the Exodus, earning God’s judgement and opposition for all time as stated in Exodus.
‘Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. ... And
Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the
sword. And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this ... for I will
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.
... the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with
Amalek from generation to generation.’
ch. 17 vv 8, 13-14 & 16

Nabal whose name means ‘fool’ distained David’s kind protection.
His insulting behaviour provoked God’s judgements, including the
loss of his wife, wealth and life.
‘... Nabal: for as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and
folly is with him: ... in the morning, when the wine was gone out
of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart
died within him, and he became as a stone. And it came to pass
about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died.’
I Samuel ch.25 vv 25 & 37-38
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Apollyon (meaning ‘destruction’) is the name in Greek of the king
or angel messenger of the abyss whose name in Hebrew, Abaddon,
means destroyer as stated in the book of Revelation.
‘And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the
bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon,
but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.’
Revelation ch.9 v.11

The phenomenon of names having deep meaning applied to both
servants and opponents of God in Bible times but may also have
strong echoes in more recent times.
Two centuries ago Napoleon Bonaparte terrorised much of
Europe. He was a notable opponent of Israel Britain and a significant
humanist enemy of godly society. Students of Bible Prophecy noted
that Napoleon’s name resembled the Greek name Apollyon (see
above) and had links to 666, the number of the beast (Revelation
ch.13 v.18).
Lack of space forbids exploring further examples of opponents
here. Nevertheless, we should note a few examples of great leaders
and champions of righteousness whose names seem to echo of the
phenomenon strongly in Israel in more modern times.
A first example of a positive champion with a meaningful name
was David Livingstone the celebrated Christian medical missionary,
anti-slavery crusader and explorer. He is buried in Westminster
Abbey and his name is redolent with New Testament Bible doctrine in
1 Peter ch. 2 v. 5.
‘Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.’
A second striking example of this is Winston Churchill, a man
called from the political wilderness to lead Britain’s fight against
Hitler and the Nazis in World War 2. The positive prophetic significance of the elements of his name ‘win’ ‘stone’ ‘church’ and ‘el’
should need no further explanation for those who know God’s plans
revealed to Daniel.
A third more recent example is Neil Armstrong, who on 20th July
1969 was the first man to walk on the moon in a decisive victory for
Christian western civilisation over atheistic communism in the space
race from which the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) has
never recovered. Famed for saying ‘That’s one small step for man.
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One giant leap for mankind’, this great man glorified God’s role in
world history when he also said ‘It is a great thing for a man to walk
on the moon. But it’s a greater thing for God to walk on the earth’. In
1968 another American astronaut with a positive name, Jim (meaning
James) Lovell, command module pilot on Apollo 8 quoted the first ten
verses of Genesis from the King James Authorised Version of the
Bible, including ‘And God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day …’.
Testifying in the heavens, just as a Bible prophecy that there would
be signs in the moon was being fulfilled (Luke ch.21 v.25). Praise
God for His perfect power to make all things witness to His signature
written clear in creation.
Our short list could also include Nelson. Its use as a first name
was in honour of Admiral Lord Nelson (1758-1805) who in 1805
decisively defeated Napoleon’s mighty French fleet at the battle of
Trafalgar. Originally a surname, Nelson means son of Neil, a name
whose significant meaning, ‘Champion’, is detailed below.
So often when Israel needed another champion God has provided
one. Outstanding examples named in Hebrews chapter 11 include
Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samson and David.
God has not changed.
‘For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob
are not consumed.’
Malachi ch.3 v.6

So the providential supply of outstanding leaders, many with
meaningful names, raised to bring victory in Israel can also be traced
in more recent times.
Seldom did Israel need a strong man more than when the
Philistine’s champion Goliath of Gath challenged Israel to choose a
man to fight him in single combat (winner takes all) but his challenge
found no candidate until David had faith and volunteered to fight him
in the name of the Lord of hosts (see 1 Sam ch.17 v.45) whom
Goliath had defied (1 Samuel ch.17 v. 8-11).
Like the impasse of Israel versus Philistines and Saul versus
Goliath at Ephes-dammim, recent British history of Brexit is a modern
example of an unholy deadlock where there seemed to be no
individual equal to the ungodly challenge to free our Israel from the
schemes of evil opponents hell bent on preventing an effective
escape from the deadly shackles of promises binding under
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international law under the Treaties of Rome and Maastricht and the
Good Friday agreement.
Could it be that after centuries of history from Hadrian to Hitler
when each time Britain seemed set for defeat and re-enslavement to
a ‘Babylonian’ system and its leaders, this time God would leave His
people unaided without raising up a leader or granting miracles of
deliverance which shake those who see them. No! our God has not
and does not change. No! God has already granted us miracle upon
miracle.
First, He caused Prime Minister David Cameron to misjudge
and hold a referendum on Britain’s continued membership of the
EU (European Union) which most of his party thought was utter
folly. Second, despite a non-level playing field favouring the ‘yes’
campaign, when the referendum was held on 23 June 2016, God
moved the electorate to vote ‘No’ by a narrow majority of 51.9%
’leave’ to 48.1% ‘remain’. This result shocked the political
establishment, which was rocked to its foundations.
Second, on 13 July 2016 Prime minister David Cameron was
replaced by Theresa May. Labour’s Ed Milliband left office in May and
was replaced by Jeremy Corbyn in September 2015, Liberal
Democrat Nick Clegg resigned in May 2015, and Scottish Nationalist
Alex Salmond was replaced by Nicola Sturgeon in November 2014.
Those who in January 2013 provoked God and His royal law by
legalising same sex marriage and supporting a wicked LGBT
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) agenda were removed
showing that God is not mocked (Galatians ch.6 v.7). The Almighty
laughs at men’s foolishness, and easily thwarts his wicked plans as
the history of Babel, Sodom and successive Babylonian powers from
Egypt onwards shows (Psalm 2 v.4).
Third, in April 2017 Theresa May was tempted to hold a snap
general election to increase her majority. This serious misjudgement
had the opposite effect and left her government more dependent on
support by the traditional Protestant northern Irish Democratic
Unionist Party for a majority.
Despite Theresa May’s promise to leave the EU by 29 March
2019 its rules forced the UK to take part in European Union Parliamentary elections in May 2019.
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UKIP had faded but was replaced by support for the new
Eurosceptic Brexit party which became active in early 2019, currently
led by Nigel Farage.
The Brexit Party styles itself as being focused on the restoration
of Britain’s democratic sovereignty, its primary policy being for the UK
to withdraw from the EU and to trade on World Trade Organisation
terms until formal trade agreements can be made. Amazingly on
contesting the 2019 European Parliament election, only four months
after its foundation the Brexit Party became, with more seats than
any other, the largest British party and the largest European party in
that Parliament. Led by Nigel Farage, the Brexit Party surprisingly
won 29 seats, 5,248,533 votes, and 30.5% of the votes. Farage has
offered an electoral pact to the Conservative Party for a possible
general election.
Most events that offered hope and deliverance in 2014-2019 were
due to the single-minded vision and leadership actions of one man
called Nigel Farage. After he resigned as UKIP leader in 2016 the
‘No’ cause seemed like a rudderless ship being blown onto the rocks.
Given the extreme developments listed above, some
seemingly miraculous, we may ask if the amazing scenario, like
that seen in Egypt before the Exodus, was all allowed to show
‘the arm of the Lord made bare’ and if so, is Nigel Farage a
providentially raised leader?
Is Nigel Farage a modern God sent champion?
In short is Nigel Farage a modern champion God sent to
deliver Israel and defeat the EU Goliath? How might we tell? Just
as Samson’s name means strong and Nabal’s name means fool
could Nigel Farage’s name provide some insight to his key
character and calling?
In May 2019 I was praying for deliverance from media bias, false
news and knavish tricks and meditating on how God would answer,
when it came forcibly into my mind that I must look up the meaning of
Nigel Farage’s names. I felt moved to ask if Nigel Farage’s name fits
the idea that he could be a Providential leader called to be a
champion for Israel’s present time of need. I started by checking the
meaning of his forename Nigel.
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I found a book in my study on the meaning of names*. With
intense interest I found the entry for Nigel in the ‘Boys names’
section. It read ‘NIGEL the Latin version of Neil (q.v.) introduced
to England by the Normans and mentioned in the Domesday
Book. It was revived by the Victorians’. It was listed next to Noah
(from the Hebrew meaning ‘long-lived’). I reflected that providentially Nigel Farage had survived the crash of a light plane in
Northamptonshire on general election day, 6 May 2010, while
towing a banner which became tangled with the plane’s rudder.
Nigel had only minor head injuries.
I was disappointed that no simple meaning was given for the
name Nigel, as I had expected one given my strong urge to look it up.
In my experience such leadings are usually fruitful. However, I felt led
to follow the one lead and press on to look up the meaning of NEIL
which was listed on the preceding page. This persistence was
immediately rewarded, as it was with some excitement that I read the
following:
‘NEIL from the Gaelic, meaning ‘Champion’. Well known before
the Norman Conquest, the name travelled from Ireland to
Scandinavia, and on to Britain.’
As noted above in our generation this name, meaning ‘champion’
in Gaelic, travelled much further. Thus fifty years ago, on 20th July
1969, Neil Armstrong was the first man to walk on the moon giving a
decisive victory for Christian western civilisation over atheistic
communism in the space race, from which the USSR has never
recovered.
When Israel of old needed a champion our God often provided
one. Names like Joshua, Gideon, Samson, David and Jesus all
spring to mind, and we can rejoice that as our God never changes He
still raises up champions in more recent times with names like
Winston Churchill, Enoch Powell, Ian Paisley and Neil Armstrong.
Now perhaps the name Nigel Farage will be added as a worthy
successor to others.
With the forename Nigel (= Neil) meaning champion providing a
perfect fit to our question, I passed onto his surname Farage, and
asked ‘Does it have a similar meaning and story?’
I told my sister that I was interested in the origin and meaning
of the surname Farage. She said she had heard something about
just that a few days earlier on TV so I was able to see it on
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Catchup TV. The topic was mentioned in the antiques programme
‘Flog it’ on Wednesday 12 June 2019 hosted by Paul Martin. He
had visited Rochester in Kent including its famous Cathedral and
Huguenot Museum. He had mentioned the influx around AD 1550
of many Huguenot refugees and the great value to the economy of
their craft skills as silversmiths, engravers and weavers. He noted
that they were Protestant immigrants who came from Europe
(especially France) to escape religious persecution. He also said
that the Huguenots had and still continue to play an important role
in our national life, and that many notable figures in our history
were of Huguenot extraction. He named Sir John Houblon,
inaugural governor in 1694 of the bank of England, whose portrait
was found from 1994-2011 on the reverse of the series F British
£50 note. Paul Martin then noted that a famous modern figure of
Huguenot extraction is Nigel Farage.
Encouraged by this, I googled ‘meaning of the name Farage?’.
The entry in Wikipedia stated: ‘sea-swept Hebrides islands and
the west coast of Scotland are the ancestral home of the Farage
family. Their name comes from the Scottish surname MacFergus
which means son of Fergus which in turn derived from the Gaelic
personal name ‘Fearghus’ composed of the elements ‘Fear’
meaning ‘man’ and ‘ghus’ meaning ‘vigour’ or ‘force’. The book on
the meaning of names* said Fergus came from Gaelic meaning
‘man’s strength’. Fergus is one of the heroes of Ulster in ancient
Gaelic legend. So the surname Farage means ‘strong’ or ‘valiant
man’ which closely parallels the meaning of the forename Nigel
(champion). Thus the name Nigel Farage aptly means ‘valiant
man’
Conclusions
This article notes that names can have significant meaning for
both servants and enemies of God’s kingdom and righteousness.
Clear examples of both have been presented including striking
fulfilments in both ancient history and more modern times.
We note that Nigel Farage’s names, meaning ‘champion, valiant
man’, suggest he could be a modern fulfilment of this phenomenon.
His striking life and career to date seem to fit the idea that he may be
a chosen man, destined to free our latter day Israel from an unholy
bondage trapped in an adulterous marriage with alien powers by her
deadly membership of Satan’s Babel inspired, European union.
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It is premature to say this idea is proven, but we are wise to
consider the possibility, and right to pray for him (1 Timothy ch. 2 vv
1-3) as for all with leadership responsibilities for God’s Covenant
People. So we ask God to give him wisdom, strength and protection
to promote an agenda whose aims fit God’s righteous kingdom on
earth. Time will show if the suspicion that his name has prophetic
meaning is correct. Moreover, events will show if he is destined to
play more decisive roles to deliver God’s people from EU slavery and
to escape divine judgement. We recognise the possibility but look
only to our sovereign God for the perfect champion.
We do need a ‘valiant man’ but if not a man like Nigel Farage
whose name suggests he could fit the bill, we wait patiently for
God’s revelation of an anointed David - willing to obey His Holy
Spirit, and lead Israel in humble repentance. We put no trust in
riches, chariots or princes (Psalm 146 v.3), but do trust in the Lord
and in His name (Psalm 33 v.21). We long for the return as King of
Our Lord Jesus Christ to rule with a rod of iron (when the government shall be upon his shoulder, see Isaiah ch.9 v. 6). Meanwhile
we accept that God will call and use others to build straight
highways and cleanse the temple, moved by the power of the Holy
Spirit to help prepare the way of the Lord and of His righteous
kingdom in the hardest places and times (even in the wilderness
and the valley of dry bones - see Isaiah ch. 40 vv 3-4, Daniel ch.8
v.14; Malachi ch.3 vv 1-7 and Ezekiel ch.37 vv 1-14).
* The New A-Z of Babies’ Names by Jacqueline Harrod published by Elliot Right
Way Books, Kingswood, Surrey, UK. ISBN 0-7160-2039-4, Printed by County
Typesetters, Margate, Kent, Copyright 1995.
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