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‘Purge out therefore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump,
as ye are unleavened.’
1 Corinthians ch.5 v.7a

W.E. Filmer
In view of current strife between Jew and Arab in the Middle East,
we need to be clear whether either party has any God-given rights in
the disputed territory.
Many years ago, God called Abraham to remove out of his own
country, separate himself from his kindred, and go into a land that He
would show him. He was promised many spiritual blessings, but it was
not until he had arrived in the land of Canaan that the Lord appeared to
him and said, `... Unto thy seed will I give this land ...’ (Genesis ch.12
v.7). However, because there was a famine in the land at the time,
Abraham and his nephew, Lot, passed on into Egypt for a while. Later,
Abraham and Lot returned to the promised land, coming to Bethel,
which is high on the hills overlooking the Jordan valley. Because both
were very rich and possessed great flocks and herds, quarrels arose
between the herdsmen of Abraham’s cattle and those of Lot.
Consequently, Abraham and Lot agreed to separate. Abraham
generously gave Lot the choice and, seeing that the plain of Jordan
was well watered and fertile, Lot chose to go there, leaving Abraham to
find pasture in the hill country to the west.
It was then that the Lord said to Abraham,
‘... Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: For all
the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed
for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy
seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee’.
Genesis ch.13 vv 14-17

Now it is important to notice that God did not actually give the
land to Abraham at that time; He only promised to give it to him. This
is repeatedly pointed out in the New Testament.
The Book of Hebrews informs us,
‘By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in
the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in
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tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God’.
Hebrews ch.11 vv 8-10

We see, then, that Abraham expected one day to live in a city, or
permanent dwelling, instead of in tents. This is the ‘... city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem ...’ mentioned in Hebrews ch.12 v.22. It
is called heavenly because it is to come down from heaven. This is
explained in Revelation ch.21 v.2.
‘And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.’
And again in v.10,
‘And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high
mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God’.
Returning to the Book of Hebrews we read that Abraham’s wife
Sarah was eventually delivered of a child in her old age.
‘Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead,
so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand
which is by the sea shore innumerable. These all died in faith,
not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a
country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from
whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have
returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an
heavenly [i.e. one from heaven]: wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.’
Hebrews ch.11 vv 12-16

Assuredly then, Abraham and his descendants ’ ... all died in faith,
not having received the promises, ...’ (v.13). Although the land had
been promised to Abraham and to his seed they never received the
gift that had been promised.
Stephen, in his defence before the council of priests, told the
same story.
‘... Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory
appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in
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Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, And said unto him,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into
the land which I shall shew thee. Then came he out of the land
of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when
his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye
now dwell. And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so
much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it
to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet
he had no child.’
Acts ch.7 vv.2-5

Now no one was more acutely aware of this paradox than was
Abraham himself. For example, he was obliged to pay a very high
price for a small piece of land in order to bury his wife Sarah (see
Genesis ch.23). Nevertheless, he had his own explanation to the
problem, as came to light when God tested him, telling him to offer
his son Isaac as a burnt offering on mount Moriah.
Arriving in sight of the appointed place,
‘Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass;
and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to
you’.
Genesis ch.22 v.5

It is often overlooked that Abraham declared that both he and his
son would return. What Abraham had in mind is explained in the New
Testament.
‘By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he
that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.
Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:
Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.’
Hebrews ch.11 vv 17-19

Since the promises could not be fulfilled if Isaac were dead,
Abraham evidently believed that the promises would have to be
fulfilled in a resurrected life, and that Isaac would have been immediately raised up, and would return with him to his servants who were
waiting with the ass.
We see, then, that so far as the patriarchs are concerned, the
promised land was never actually given to them but they expected to
receive it in a future life.
Many years later, the children of Israel were led out of Egypt by
Moses to take possession of the promised land, but they were not
- 16 -

given it unconditionally as an everlasting possession. At Sinai they
were given the Law, and in the land of Moab forty years later they
were permitted to take possession of the land under special covenant
conditional upon keeping the Law (see Deuteronomy ch. 29 v.1). The
conditions are stated clearly and at length in Leviticus ch.26 &
Deuteronomy ch.28.
God said,
‘If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do
them; Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall
yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit’.
Leviticus ch.26 vv 3-4

A further list of blessings follows, ‘But’, said the Lord,
‘... if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these
commandments; And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your
soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant: I also will do this unto
you; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, and the
burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of
heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall
eat it’.
Leviticus ch.26 vv 14-16

For continued failure to keep the Law, progressively severe
penalties and curses were to follow until, finally,
‘And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary
unto me; ... I will bring the land into desolation: and your
enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it. And I will
scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after
you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste. ...
And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness
into their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a
shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from
a sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth. ... And ye shall
perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall
eat you up. And they that are left of you shall pine away in their
iniquity in your enemies’ lands ...’.
Leviticus ch.26 vv 27, 32-33, 36 & 38-39

Thus the condition on which the children of Israel occupied the land
was that they should keep the Law. But the imposition of the Law, and
the fact that the Israelites found themselves unable to keep it, did not
alter or nullify the promise that God had made to Abraham.
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Writing to the Galatians about the Abrahamic Covenant, Paul
said,
‘... the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the
law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot
disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect. For if
the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God
gave it to Abraham by promise’.
Galatians ch.3 vv 17-18

Clearly, God could not later impose conditions upon a promise
that He had made unconditionally four hundred and thirty years
earlier.
It follows, therefore, that there can be no question of God going
back on His Word and disinheriting Israel on the grounds that they
did not keep the Law. Some people seem to imagine that God made
a big mistake in choosing the children of Israel and that, because
they turned out a bad lot, He gave them up and transferred the
promises to the Christian Church. However, God had not only
foreseen all along what was going to happen, but had actually told
Moses to write a song about it,
‘... that this song may be a witness for me against the children of
Israel. For when I shall have brought them into the land which I
sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey; and
they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat; then
will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and provoke me,
and break my covenant. And it shall come to pass, when many
evils and troubles are befallen them, that this song shall testify
against them as a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the
mouths of their seed: for I know their imagination which they go
about, even now, before I have brought them into the land which
I sware’.
Deuteronomy ch.31 vv 19-21

Nevertheless, God also foresaw that Israel would repent in the
lands of their exile.
‘And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon
thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee,
and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, whither
the LORD thy God hath driven thee, And shalt return unto the
LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul; That then the LORD thy God will turn
thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return
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and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God
hath scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto the
outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: And the LORD
thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed,
and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply
thee above thy fathers.’
Deuteronomy ch.30 vv 1-5

Then, in order that the conditions for occupying the land may also
be fulfilled, we are told in the following verse,
‘And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart
of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, that thou mayest live’.
v.6

This is the first prophetic intimation of the New Covenant later
formally announced in full by Jeremiah (see ch.31 vv 31-34), and
ratified by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ (see Hebrews ch. 9 vv
3-15).
Addressing the Galatians (the Greek name for a Celtic colony
living in Asia Minor), Paul was able to write,
‘And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise’.
Galatians ch.3 v.29

Israelites who are not Christians cannot be heirs to the promises.
They have not entered into the New Covenant, nor are they able to
keep the Law, which remains a condition for occupation of the land.
It follows, then, that the Jews have no God-given right to the
promised land, first, because God has not yet given the land to
anyone, and second, because they have not yet repented and
accepted Christ. Other prophecies (e.g. Zechariah ch.12), however,
do indicate the presence of Judah in Jerusalem at the final battle, but
that does not give them the (Biblically authorised) right to be there
(as legal owners).
********
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