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‘Purge out therefore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump,
as ye are unleavened.’
1 Corinthians ch.5 v.7a

OUR GODLY HERITAGE
by the late R. T. Woodworth

Reprinted with permission of the Pathfinder, Spokane, USA.

‘But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a
pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said,
Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.’
Jeremiah ch.3 v.19

Millions of young people today are growing up actually believing
that our founding fathers were a radical revolutionary rabble who had
a variety of thoughts about God and religion in general. A few years
ago Congressman Lee Hamilton of Indiana started a speech with
these broadly accepted conclusions,

‘Thomas Jefferson was a foe of organized religion, John Adams
was a humanist. George Washington had no formal religious belief
and was not a Christian. Thomas Paine ... was a filthy little atheist,
Benjamin Franklin was a freethinker and an infidel. The founding
fathers, I have often heard it said, were people who did not believe
in God or were skeptic about God. Such accusations about the
founding fathers have provoked me into making these remarks’.
Then Congressman Hamilton proceeded to tell the actual historical backgrounds of the period and people during the war of separation from England. A real researcher for truth ought to look at the
language used by our founding fathers in their public documents as
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well as their personal papers to see they are not the words of
unbelievers.
The Declaration of Independence contains these opening
references to the Almighty.
‘The laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world ... with a firm reliance on the
protection of Divine Providence we mutually pledge to each other
our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.’
These are hardly the words of humanists and atheists or radical
revolutionaries of the kind found in America today. They are, in fact,
strong evidence of a Godly heritage. Listening to the testimonies of
these founding fathers, you have to believe there is a Godly heritage
in America as Israel did in the time of Jeremiah the Prophet.
Daniel Webster in 1840 prophesied,
‘Let your object be our country, our whole country, and nothing
but our country. And, by the blessing of God, may that country
itself become a vast and splendid monument, not of oppression
and terror, but of wisdom, of peace, and of liberty, upon which
the world may gaze with admiration forever’.
Webster did more than develop a dictionary; he foretold our future as
a Christian nation.
John Adams predicted the celebration of the anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence in these words.
‘I am apt to believe that this day will be celebrated by succeeding
generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be
commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn acts of
devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp
and parades, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires
and illuminations from one end of this continent to the other,
from this time forward forever more.’
Are not these the ways we still celebrate on the 4th of July?
In 1787, after the delegates to the Constitutional Convention had
debated for more than a month, the ageing Benjamin Franklin rose to
address the delegates with these enduring words.
‘I have lived, Sirs, a long time, and the longer I live, the more
convincing proof I see of this truth — that God governs in the
affairs of men, and if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without
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His notice, is it possible that an empire can rise without His aid?
We have been assured, Sirs, in the Sacred Writings, that, except
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.’
Does this sound like the thoughts of a ‘freethinker?’
It was Franklin who recommended the opening of the Continental
Congress in prayer, which custom is carried out to this day in both
houses of Congress. Before He died, Franklin wrote to a friend that
he believed in God as Creator of the universe, governed by Him, and
who was deserving of worship. He expressed his belief in the
immortality of the soul. He believed the ethics of Jesus to be the best
the world ever knew. These are hardly the beliefs of an infidel.
George Washington was educated early in the doctrines of the
church. He earnestly followed them all his life and, expressed his
beliefs both publicly and privately during those difficult years of our
nation’s birth. His kneeling in prayer in the snow of Valley Forge, from
the testimony given by others, and his many recorded prayers, are
ample evidence of his firm faith in God and Jesus Christ. The
scripture verse placed over his grave at Mount Vernon by his request
is a revealing expression of his living faith in life after death and
reads as follows.
‘... I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die. ...’
John ch.11 vv.25-26

Look for it when you visit his historic home in Mount Vernon. Visit his
marked pew in the church in Alexandria.
Thomas Jefferson maintained that his faith was his personal
business, but often his personal faith affected his public life. To a
young man seeking guidance Jefferson wrote,
‘I know nothing more moral, more sublime, more worthy of your
preservation than David’s description of the good man in the
fifteenth Psalm’.
Jefferson also wrote his own studies of the Life and Morals of Jesus
Christ. He and John Adams corresponded frequently and exchanged
their views on Bible studies surrounding the life of Christ. No one can
stand at the Jefferson Memorial in Washington DC and read his
speeches inscribed on the circular walls of that magnificent edifice
without concluding that he was a man who boldly believed in the
sovereignty of God over the affairs of men and nations.
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George Washington said,
‘It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits and
humbly to implore His protection and favor’.
It is America’s distinctive heritage to have these men of faith as
founding fathers. It is our divine duty to maintain that this shall always
be one nation under God. We assuredly have a godly heritage which
deserves preservation, not just personal salvation but national
commitment to God.
‘Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD: ...’ (see Psalm
33 v.12).
Senator Strom Thurmond said,
‘It may be brief, but it carries a great measure of assurance to
the people of any nation seeking the favour of God. We of the
United States of America can surely attest to the validity of this
Bible verse. God has blessed the United States as no other
nation in history’.
Then Senator Thurmond closed with these warnings and
admonitions.
‘Our nation, though richly blessed by God, is certainly not
immune from his judgment, therefore, every American must give
consideration, prayer and effort toward individual spiritual
regeneration so there can be no question as to our nation’s
being on God’s side. We who are in positions of leadership must
be humble and seek God’s guidance in determining the course
of our nation. For it is written, “Righteousness exalteth a nation:
...” (see Proverbs ch.14 v.34) and “When the righteous are in
authority, the people rejoice: ...” (see Proverbs ch.29 v.2).
Why then has the press vilified his service?
Let us long remember and carefully submit to our posterity the
cogent thoughts of our founding fathers. For example, Daniel
Webster prophesied,
‘If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will
go on prospering and to prosper, but if we and our posterity
neglect its instructions and authority, no man can tell how
suddenly a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury us’.
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Congressman Carl Albert, leader of the House of Representatives,
said at a Congressional Prayer Breakfast that the appointment of a
chaplain was the first order of business after reading of George
Washington’s speech to the House on April 25, 1779. To this day the
first item of business to open each day’s session of the House and
Senate of our congress is the prayer by the appointed chaplains of
each House. Congressman Albert claims he seldom misses an
opening of the House so he can hear the opening prayer.
Said the Congressman from Oklahoma,
‘I think this has profited me, not only in the personal strength and
peace which prayer always engenders, but more important in the
perspective which the reflections the man of God brings as I face
the problems from day to day’.
Here is a prayer before our founding fathers which invokes the
blessings of Jesus Christ on our Nation. It is the first prayer of Rev. Jacob
Duche, the Episcopal Rector who broke out into this extemporaneous plea
before the colonial convention for independence in Philadelphia,
‘O Lord, our heavenly Father, high and mighty King of kings and
Lord of lords, who dost from Thy throne behold all the dwellers
on earth and reignest with power supreme and uncontrolled over
all kingdoms, empires, and governments, look down in mercy we
beseech Thee on these American States who have fled to Thee
from the rod of the oppressor, and thrown themselves on Thy
gracious protection, desiring to be henceforth dependent only on
Thee; to Thee do they now look up for that countenance and
support which Thou alone canst give; give them wisdom in
council and valour in the field ... All this we ask in the name and
through the merits of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Saviour. Amen’.
No restrictions were made on the use of the name of Jesus Christ
in the chaplain’s prayers as are now made in State legislatures or
House and Senate in Congress today. Truly we have a godly
heritage, one that needs to be preserved and maintained in this
generation of religious ridicule, church apostasy, secular humanism
and concessions to the minorities who protest. Our youth need to
know the truth of what made America great and what will preserve
her greatness among the nations today. Our official national motto in
both House and Senate and inscribed on all our coins and currency is
‘In God we Trust’. We have a godly heritage that we must maintain.
********
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