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‘Purge out therefore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump,
as ye are unleavened.’
1 Corinthians ch.5 v.7a

Signs of the Times - 9

Me, Me, Everyman
by Paul Boyd-Lee
For more than three years Great Britain and Northern Ireland
have prevaricated over their European Union departure whilst the
rest of the world watched and wondered. Then on 12 December 2019
the Tory party gained a significant majority in a national election and
thus the breakthrough they desired to facilitate a withdrawal. But will
it be so? What has changed?
In secular terms quite a lot maybe. There is now a Prime Minister
that seems determined to make this happen. Certainly the
uncertainty of whether a majority vote could be achieved in Parliament has probably been removed. So many anticipate the nation will
leave the EU within the year. The mammon side of business can
surge forth again, seven days a week, and so on.
On God’s terms though, what has altered? Has anything ungodly
changed within the nation? God is not mocked and tragically the
surge to thrust Him out of people’s lives continues unabated. The
idea of Repentance is abhorrent and so many churches either repeat
the word by rote in their liturgy or apply it to questionable shortcomings of previous generations.
After the nation went to the polls in December came the modern
Christmas mayhem of so many people fighting to put cheer into their
lives by extravagant spending and revelling rather than aiming to
place Jesus in the centre of things. What a pity, a shame, a lost
opportunity for eternal joy against a short term precarious satisfaction
that fizzles out like a firework.
A wind of change has clearly passed through the British people
in a generation or two, sweeping away ideas like, ‘do unto others as
you would they do unto you’, or New Year Resolutions leading to a
more purposeful life and putting others first. We would do well to
remember the adage where JOY spells ‘Jesus first, Others next,
Yourself afterwards’. In their place comes the new ‘ME’ culture of
self worship with rejection of the Divine Creator and Sustainer.
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This concept was so evident in the weeks leading up to Christmas.
Popular titles on display in bookshops included, Six Week Guide to
Self Love, How to do Female, Protection Spells, The Angel Bible and,
The origin of (almost) Everything from the popular Stephen Hawking,
the physicist and atheist who said, ‘Before we understood science, it
was natural to believe that God created the universe, but now
science offers a more convincing explanation’. On the radio the
words for the Amazon Prime advert were, ‘I wish Me a Merry Christmas’ rather than I wish You a Merry Christmas. No doubt readers will
have spotted their own examples of this trend.
There was once a slogan, ‘Putting the Great back into Britain’.
Doubtless there will be readers from Commonwealth countries and
those of the former British Empire that echo these words for their own
places as they survey the apostasy and self-centredness that has
arisen there also.
Aside from these are our supporters in other parts of the world
who were once enlightened by missionaries that reached out to them
from Britain, for that nation was once foremost in the world in its
evangelistic outreach. Do they view the current behaviour found in
the British Isles with respect or disdain? Most probably the latter.
Hopefully many heed the teaching of their former missionaries such
as that found in Luke ch.21 v.28. ‘And when these things begin to
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.’ That is indeed a very real hope but meanwhile
there is yet work to do.
What can be done when the outlook looks bleak? An answer is
found following Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.
‘Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.’ Matthew ch.5 v.16.
In other words, on the principle that a light shining in a dark place is
highly visible and of great benefit at that, so let the light of the Word
of God give that hope, confidence, everlasting joy, self assurance
and peace of mind to people who are so desperately searching and
in need of it.
That light though, needs to be evident and three of the Gospels
highlight this.
‘No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret
place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they
which come in may see the light.’
Luke ch.11 v.33
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Thus it is insufficient to say ‘I am all right I know the Word’. What
Jesus calls us to do is to share that Word with those that have it not.
That may take patience, insults or other hardships but remember
Jesus closed the Beatitudes with,
‘Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you’.
Matthew ch.5 v.12

Let these things therefore be part of your New Year Resolution,
do your part in putting God back into the heart of your nation. Make
the inscription on the United States of America currency of ‘In God
we Trust’ and on the United Kingdom currency, D.G. REG,,
abbreviated from ‘Dei Gratia Regina’ meaning ‘By the Grace of God,
Queen’, become reality again.
********
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